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1 . THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OF THE RELEVANT PORTION OF THE 
SECRETARY'S REMARKS TO THE PRESS ON MAY 4 FOR YOUR USE 
IF NECESSARY IN RESPONDING TO QUERIES EROM THE ALLIES OR 
THE PRESS ABOUT THE APRIL 29 EVANS AND NOVAK COLUMN 
ALLEGING THAT THE US POSITION ON AIR-LAUNCHED CRUISE 
MISSILE LIMITS WAS MODIEIED BY THE US DELEGATION AFTER 
LEAVING WASHINGTON. 
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2. BEGIN TEXT: QUESTION. CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHAT MODI- 
EICATIONS, IF ANY, WERE MADE IN THE AMERICAN PROPOSAL 
WHILE THE DELEGATION WAS IN MOSCOW, SPECIFICALLY REFERRING 
TO THIS QUESTION OF NON-HEAVY BOMBERS CARRYING CRUISE 
MISSILES? 

SECRETARY VANCE: I WOULD BE GLAD TO TALK TO THAT. THIS 
RELATES TO THE QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NOT THERE SHOULD BE 
A LIMITATION ON THE RANGE OF MISSILES THAT COULD BE CARRIED 
BY TACTICAL AIRCRAFT. ONE OF THE ELEMENTS OF THE PROPOSAL 
WHICH WE MADE TO THE SOVIETS IN MOSCOW WAS THAT ANY MISSILE, 

AIR-LAUNCHED CRUISE MISSILE, WITH A RANGE OVER 600-IN 
OTHER WORDS, BETWEEN 600 KILOMETERS AND 2500 KILOMETERS- 
COULD ONLY BE CARRIED ON HEAVY BOMBERS. THE REASON FOR 
THAT WAS TO MEET THE PROBLEM CREATED BY THE BACKFIRE 
BOMBER. BUT IF ONE WERE TO BE ABLE TO HANG LONG-RANGE 
MISSILES ON IT, IT COULD, AS YOU CAN OBVIOUSLY SEE, 

CHANGE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THAT BOMBER. NOW, COMING 
TO THE SPECIFICS OF HOW THAT PROVISION CAME INTO BEING, 

THE PROVISION WITH RESPECT TO TACTICAL AIRCRAFT NOT 
BEING ABLE TO CARRY AIR-LAUNCHED CRUISE MISSILES WITH 
RANGES OVER 600 KILOMETERS WAS FIRST DEVELOPED IN 1975. 

WHEN THIS ADMINISTRATION CAME INTO OFFICE, WE REVIEWED 
THOSE STUDIES. IN THE DISCUSSIONS IN THE NSC SUBSEQUENTLY, 

ONE OF THE OPTIONS WHICH WAS CONSIDERED WAS THAT OPTION. 

THE REASON FOR ITS CONSIDERATION IS AS I HAVE INDICATED. 

IT IS A VERY IMPORTANT ASPECT OF LIMITING OR CONSTRAINING 
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THE BACKFIRE SO THAT IT CANNOT BECOME AN INTERCONTINENTAL 
BOMBER. AND IT WAS DETERMINED IN THE NSC AND APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT THAT THIS WOULD BE A PROVISION. THAT 
PROVISION WAS NOT CONTAINED SPECIFICALLY IN THE VERY 
BRIEF GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS WHICH I TOOK WITH ME TO 
MOSCOW. BUT WHEN WE GOT TO MOSCOW AND PUT DOWN ON PAPER 
THE SPECIFIC PROPOSAL IN ALL ITS DETAIL, IT WAS CLEAR THAT 
THAT HAD TO BE SPELLED OUT SO THAT THERE WOULD BE NO 
AMBIGUITY IN DEALING WITH THE SOVIET UNION, AND IT WAS 
THEREFORE INCLUDED IN THE SPECIFIC PROPOSAL WHICH WAS 
PUT BEFORE THE SOVIETS. END TEXT. 

3. THE SECRETARY'S REMARKS SHOULD BE DRAWN ON ONLY ON 
AN IF ASKED BASIS, AND SHOULD NOT RPT NOT BE VOLUNTEERED 
EITHER TO THE ALLIES OR TO THE PRESS. IF ASKED, YOU 
MIGHT ALSO ADD THAT THIS LIMITATION WAS PART OF OUR COM- 
PREHENSIVE PROPOSAL. OUR DEFERRAL PROPOSAL CONTAINED NO 
LIMITS ON CRUISE MISSILES AT ALL. 
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